
M
A

IS
O

N
* D

E 
FR

A
N

C
E 

- L
A

G
O

S 
- A

pr
il 

20
05



Hairstyles j
A coiffure is always more than just an expression of
personal vanity and pride, It is also a mark of social
status and occasion. i 

art form without equal. When the popular use of wigs in the
1950s and '60s led to the gradual disappearance of |
elaborate hair designs in the visual patterns of Nigerian life,
J.D 'Okhai Ojeikere set out to preserve the tradition of I
hairdressing on film.

« EKHA/IGOGO » HD522<74
A hairstyle for traditional Dance Ceremony
by Uneme Nekhua People of Edo State, an for
traditional dance during « Igogo » Festival by people
of Owo. Ondo State.
Cc rure cc;.r derses t'ZC i cnr.& es

hoirdos whenever he encounters
on exceptionol erection, be it on
the street ot work, or ot parties,
and over the years he has
compiled o comprehensive
archive of more than a thousand
photographs of hairstyles from oil
over Nigeria.

Some of these styles are designed for special occasions,
others are meant for daily wear, but all of them are part of a

« ONONGO » HD594/74
Traditional hairstyle worn
by the Kalahari people,
Rivers State of Nigeria,
during the « coming of
age” ceremonies.
Coiffure traditionnelle des
Kalahari dans I’Etat de
Rivers
pendant la Ceremonie du
Passage a I'age adulte.

Assembled over more than three decades, they serves
as a documented memory of the past as well as a witness to
a culture in constant evolution.



4 HD749/71 HD220/71

« SHANGALTI » HD748/71
This hairstyle is worn for
general outing by Kanuri
married women of Borno
State.
Coiffure des femmes
mariees chez les Kanuri
(Etat de Borno).

« ITO LOZI » HD217/71
Looks like a Crab.
Popular among young
ladies.
Coiffure ressemblant a un
crabe d'ou son nom.
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« SUKU SINERO » « KIKO » HD415/74
A hairstyle that is popular among high society girls
. It is thread plaited “Kiko” for social parties.
Coiffure constitute d'une tresse faite de fils. Se porte pour les soirees.
Coiffure en vogue chez les jeunes filles de bonne famille.
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« OKUKU » HD461/74
These hairstyles are reserved for the Benin Royalty.
No other woman is to wear these styles no matter how highly placed.
Coiffure traditionnelle reservee au x membres de la famille royale de Benin.
Aucune autre femme ne peut porter ces coiffures, quel que soit son rang
Dans la societe.





“ETINE UTON EKU” HD678/74
A decorated traditional hairstyle worn during the outing ceremony
of a girl just out from the fattening room Cross River State.
Note the special Combs and Feathers decorations.
Coiffure portee tors de la ceremonie de sortie de la chambre
D'engraissement Elat de Cross River.

Depuis 1968, O.Ojiekere photographie les coiffures
traditionnelles, extraordinaires, chefs d'ceuvres
d’habilete et de patience dont se parent les femmes
qui ne cedent pas a la mode des perruques. Ce travail
de conservation, qui est aussi un hommage a la
beaute feminine, a donne lieu a des expositions qui
ont fait le tour du monde, et a un livre d’art, soutenu
par la Fondation Cartier. C'est le retour au pays que
celebre cette exposition de cliches pour la premiere
fois presentes a Lagos.

HD679/74



pF J.dxjKHAI QJEIKERE Kais created various 2 z •’ -
I * lexicons .bfftigerhm“culture through his ? 1 '
* Uocutnejritaiy/ photographs, the most delebratied of

k, which aret hi§ Hairstyleseries.

! ‘His Career asa, photographerwaslatirfched <
F 'when he bought a Brownie-D camera at thq,age of

'*.< ' '■
'■ l"v -v A -T/a' ' ■ •In 1954 he,began to work as a darkroom
K assistanttothe Ministry of Information in Ibadan^

and In 1961 he bbc^me a photographer ®e X
' first Afi^icah-television station. - : ». ’ aV

IV He moved tb Lagos to work for the advertising
Q fitmjjftlTAS, a*posifl£n he held untild975. >

/ Thereafter he opened his own stubio:
P .FotoC^hikfiFe/^' ' ■'.*^2
iO" ' ? - ..
I Coyer-page ' • z> t. , x._ - ' '
ln3KONILE(HiG6ROORJ^ABA»>

SATIMEWrTRE^ HAUT OU ECH^LLE- ,
' Printe^yj High^lefejs'tirnited + 080^-312^661 -t-8128936


