
On sun, sea and sand

Sun, Sea and Sand is a work which uses a
number of bowls which are wrapped in "African
fabric” bought in Brixton market. The work
uses colour and pattern to evoke dreams about
the exotic. Myriad multi7patterned bowls are
dispersed in a sea of vivid and overwhelming
blue to infer a fantasy of distant cultures.
The use of empty bowls in this piece has a
double meaning; on the one hand they
anticipate the presence of food and the
pleasure of eating and in a perverse way the
absence of food in presumably exotic
places — a familiar media image of Africa.

We are not certain whether this work is a
critique of notions of exoticism or whether
it is a celebration of fantasy. At the root
of the desire for escape lies the creation
and the mythologisation of others. To fulfill
our dream of escape the creation of the not
quite knowable becomes a necessity. We crave
sun, sea and sand.

Yinka Shonibare, 1995.


