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As part of the Serpentine renovation (1996 to
1997), the Royal Parks collaborated with the
Gallery to integrate its grounds with the surround­
ing park. At the heart of this scheme is a perma­
nent commission by the Scottish poet and artist
Ian Hamilton Finlay, his first in London. The work
comprises eight benches, a tree-plaque, and a
large, complex inscription at the Gallery’s entrance.

Each element of the work is inscribed with
pastoral poetry. The paved slate entrance circle
contains the names of trees found in Kensington
Gardens and a quotation by the philosopher Francis
Hutcheson, 1725: "The beauty of trees, their cool
shades, and their aptness to conceal from observa­
tion, have made groves and woods the usual

;artiprpus^. At the centre is a dedication to Diana,
Princess of Wales, who was the Serpentine
Gallery's Patron from 1993 to 1996. This modest,
beautiful and appropriate commission by Ian
Hamilton Finlay is characteristically both of this
time and securely within the English landscaping
tradition which he so much admires.

Ian Hamilton Finlay.
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•Ian Hamilton Finlay: Works in Europe 1992-1995
Edited by Zdenek Felix and Pia Simig. Cantz £45.50.
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• Cornelia Parker: Avoided Object Texts by Guy Brett,
Antonia Payne and Jonathan Watkins. Chapter £17.50. Julia Peyton-Jones Director, Vivien Ashley Education Organiser, Anna

Barriball "Gallery Assistant. Robert Carroll Finance and Administration

• Cornelia Parker: Lost Volume, A Catalogue of
Disasters Book Works £20.00. Special signed and
numbered edition of 30 including a unique object
effected by the artist. Book Works £150.00.

• Tilda Swinton and Cornelia Parker: The Maybe
Unique multiple in a signed and numbered edition
of 50 produced for The Maybe exhibition at the
Serpentine Gallery in 1995. £250.00 - £450.00.

Assistant, Lisa Conin Curator, Gavin Everall * Bookshop and Publications
Manager, Alice Evans *Arts Council of England Trainee. Education, Pete
Davies "Gallery Assistant, Michael Gaughan Assistant Gallery Manager,
Ben Hillwood Harris *Bookshopand Publications Manager, Rebecca Ki
Lassman Head of Development. Sarah Lee "Gallery Assistant, Jackie
McNerney Administrator, Philip Monk Gallery Manager. Toby Norris
Development Officer, Natasha Roach Assistant to the Director and Cura
DJ Simpson "Gallery Assistant, Kathy Stephenson "Press and Publicity
Officer ("Part time staff)

gallery.org
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