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art2i
Art 21 is a non-profit organization
that illuminates the creative process of today's visual artists through

the production of documentary films, interpretive media, and live

programs that stimulate critical reflection as well as conversation.

Art2i offers an independent, behind-the-scenes point of view on

contemporary art and artists, producing historically relevant primary

source materials of the highest quality, exemplified by the Peabody

Award-winning documentary series, Art in the Twenty-First Century,

now in its sixth season on PBS. Based in New York City but with

a global reach on television and online, Art2i's additional projects

include the film series New York Close Up and Exclusive; the

feature film William Kentridge: Anything Is Possible; workshops for

teachers; public screenings and lectures; publications; and a blog

and social media initiatives.
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general audiences to articulate their own
interpretations and ideas about art.

Contemporary art is relevant to all audiences,
providing teachers and students with a rich
resource through which to consider current
ideas arid rethink the familiar. The artists
featured in the Art2i series demonstrate the
breadth of artistic practice today and reveal a
wealth of intergenerational and multicultural
talent. Artzi presents artists speaking directly to the
audience, and empowers educators, students, and

Each one-hour program has been loosely
organized around a broad category, theme, or
concept that can help audiences analyze, compare,
contrast, and juxtapose the artists profiled.

Rackstraw Downes born 1939, Kent, England
Robert Mangold born 1937, North Tonawanda,'New York
Sarah Sze born 1969, Boston, Massachusetts

In what ways can art convey equilibrium or
disequilibrium? What is reality? How do artists
perceive and express; it? This episode features
artists whose works explore the distinctions
between balance and imbalance, and demonstrate
that the smallest change in a line, a formal element,
or a structure can be a radical proposition.

Often described as a Tealist, fiFh'fejTmfirtich'itgs
prefers not to use that term, He views the act
of seeing and the art of representation as cultur­
allytaught, withsdifferent cultures accepting
different delineationsof the world as realistic.
With minimal means and classical restraint,

Tfff translates the most basic of

formal elements—shape, line, and color—into
paintings, prints, and drawings whose simplicity

.pf .fprjjr expresses complex ideas. 3
builds her installations and intricate sculptures
from t.he minutiae of everyday life;, imbuing \
mundanejmaterials, marks, and processes with
surprising significance.

j Public Broadcasting Service (PBS) television stations nationwide t J-

Premieres April 13, 20,27,’&

jgB www.art21.org | www.pbs.org/art211 blog.art21.org *■ ■.

David Altmejd bpm 1974, Montreal, Canada
assume vivid astro focus formed 2001; New York, New York
Lynda Benglis bom 1941/Lake Charles; Louisiana

Tabaimo bom 1975, Hyogo, Japan

Who and what limits dur freedom of expression?
In what ways do cultural differences affect our
understanding of art and other forms of commu­
nication? How do an artist's process and choice

I of medium affect our perception of his or her
work? This episode features artists who synthe­
size disparate aesthetic traditions, present taboo
subject matter, discover innovative uses of
media, and explore the shape-shifting potential
of the human figure.

ornament, blur distinctions between interior and
exterior, surface and structure, representation
and abstraction. The collective r

. fuses sculpture, video, drawing,
and performance into carnivalesque installations
in which gender, politics, and cultural codes
float freely. Sculptor radical and
pioneering invention of new forms with unorthodox
tfechntque§'ic<>ntaii^^.wijtb(E»-M:air,giverence for
cultural references that trace back to antiquity. .

11■WW^(s drgyyings, aq^^eo' itistallatjaps

Web Sites

Boundaries

Robert Mango

astro focus

arah Sze
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Marina Abramovic bom 1946, Belgrade, Yugoslavia
Glenn Ligon born i960, Bronx, New York
Mary Reid Kelley bom 1979, Greenville, South Carolina

< How do artists mine the past to explore the
present? Why do some historical events shape
the way we think today, and why have some
been forgotten? In what ways do artists use their

probe unseuinig cherries ot feidi 1/
and instability that seem to lurk beneath daily
existence in contemporaryjJ^apaniT.

Change
Ai Weiwei born 1957, Beijing, China
El Anatsui bpm 1944, Anyahko,.Ghana
Catherine Opie born 1961, Sandusky, Ohio

own histories to examine the human condition?
In this episode, artists play with historical events,
explore and expose commonly held assumptions
about historic 'truth', and create narratives based
on personal experiences.

A pioneer of performance as a visual art form,
used her body as both

subject and medium of her performances, testing
her physical, mental, and emotional limits (and
often pushing beyond them) in a quest for
heightened Consciousness, transcendence, and
self-transformation. Painter and sculptor Jh.TO

•examines American identity through found 
sources—literature, Afrocentric coloring books,
photographs-to reveal the ways in which the
historyof slavei^, the civil rights movement,
and sexual politics inform our understanding 

How do artists respond to a world in flux? In
what ways do artists act as agents of chSpgfeT
and what kinds of aesthetic choices do they
make to express it? This episode features artists
who bear witness, through their work, to -trans-.’
formation—cultural, material, and aesthetic—and
actively engage communities as collaborators; ’;
and subjects.

' infuses his sculptures, photographs,; ;
and public artworks with personal poetry and
political conviction, often making use of recogniz­
able and historic Chinese art forms in c[itical;T;?T
examinations of a host of contemporary CnhSese'
social and political issues. In sculptures of cia^ j"
wood, and metal TC...uses and explores
materials and formal elements that relate to his
aesthetic and cultural environment, exemplifying
change and revealing the eternal cycle of all things—
destruction, transformation, and regeneration.
Working between conceptual and documentary

of contemporary- society In striking black-and-
white videos a nd drawings filled with punning
wordplayyJ^Sl^^OS^^resents her take
on the clash between utopian ideologies and

''^liberation and through political strife, wars, and invest! gatesThe ways Tn which photograpTis'both
other historical events^W^WMB^^^^^^^W^WW^^ 8^ V°’^^social phenomena

Ligon

eiwei

•fk America today.

www.pbs.org/art21

season six

Viewing the PBS Series

Off-Air Taping Rights: Season Six premieres on
PBS nationwide,-April 13, 20, 27, and May 4, 2012.
All four episodes can be recorded at the time
of broadcast and used for educational purposes
at no cost for one year from the date of first
broadcast. Check your local PBS listings for exact
dates and times.

Educators' Guide www.art21.org/guides
The Season Six Educators' Guide is FREE,
available in early April 2012.

Host a Preview Event www. a rt 21.0 rg/a ccess
To learn more about hosting a free preview
event, please visit www.art21.org/access, or
send an email with your contact information
to access@art21.org

Season Six DVDs: Spring 2012 Season Six DVDs
are available from PBS Video and Davis
Publications.

The Season Six episodes will also be
available online.

Companion Book www.art21.org/books
Art:2i—Art in the Twenty-First Century 6 is the 
sixth volume in the series of Art21 companion
books, available Spring 2012 on www.art21.org,
and where books are. sold.

Poster, clockwise from top left: Sarah Sze, Still Life with Landscape (Model for a Hob/M, 2011. Stainless steel and wood, 9 x22 x 21 feet overall. Commissioned by the High

Line © Sarah Sze courtesy the artist and Tanya Bonakdar Gallery, New York; Catherine Opie, Oliver in a Tutu, from In and Around Home, detail, 2004. C-pnnt, 24 x 20 inches.

Edition of 5, 2 AP. Courtesy Regen Projects, Los Angeles, © Catherine Opie; Marina Abr.movid, The Hero, detail, 2001. Video, 14 min 19 sea Courtesy Manna Abramo<

Archives and Sean Kelly Gallery, New York, © Marina Abramovid; assume vivid astro focus, anatato vuivui atoteki fukusayo, 2007-06. Space for Your Future: Recombmmg the

DNA of Art and Design, Museum of Contemporary Art (MOT), Tokyo.CourtesyMOT Museum. Tokyo,and Hiromi Yo^ii Gallery,.^
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